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Preface to second edition (2023):


Hello,


I began drawing this graphic novel in 2010 as a series of comic strips called 
Minimum Security, as a response to the global environmental emergency that 
matched my frantic frame of mind about it. It both critiques some action-paths 
that were emerging at the time, and reflects my own search for an effective 
approach (described in more detail in the original introduction, which follows). That 
was 13 years ago at this writing, and as predicted by many, the crisis has become 
more dire, more globalized, and more unavoidable for all to witness and 
experience. 


Though some story elements are specific to their earlier time, and social responses 
have been evolving since then, the overall situation it addresses is still unfolding. 
Today more people in the imperialist cores seem to be joining those who have been 
fighting all along, to confront these dangerous realities and overcome the 
obstacles set up by those who benefit short-term from the status quo. 


I no longer believe (as I once desperately wanted to) that there is one simple "The 
Answer" -- a key that will unlock a healthy future. This tangle of problems 
requires so much more. But I am still convinced of the basic conclusion drawn by 
the characters at the end of this book -- that the self-emancipation of the 
global working class needs to happen if we are to end capitalism/imperialism's 
reign of destruction. 


Defeating capitalism through class struggle is just one crucial element of a very 
complex collective endeavor to transform our way/s of life away from basing 
economies on private profit, and toward mutually meeting the intertwined needs 
of all living beings. There are other essential elements, clearly -- but I landed 
here on class struggle because I perceived it to be relatively ignored at the time 
in the US (where I live), though that is fortunately changing, especially after 
COVID-19 has ripped some veils off the inherently exploitative economic structure.


Is total social transformation -- revolution -- possible? I don't know, but I must 
believe it because I'm unwilling to give up in despair and defeat. If more of us 
believe in it, and work toward it, this can increase the possibility of its 
manifestation. Willed optimism is strategically impactful. 


The original comic strips, syndicated online by United Media and Universal Uclick, 
appeared in various online and print venues as I drew them. The collection that 
became the graphic novel "Resistance to Ecocide" was originally published in 2013 



by Seven Stories Press. I was grateful for these opportunities at the time, as I 
didn't have the resources to publish on my own. Now the tools exist to self-publish 
and self-distribute relatively inexpensively, which I prefer because it allows me 
more control in presenting my work. So I recently arranged with Seven Stories to 
have the publishing rights reverted back to me. 


I wasn't completely sure that I wouldn't bury the book -- I see many deep flaws 
in it -- but decided to go ahead and issue this second edition. I couldn't transform 
it structurally without starting over, but felt that overall it's still more good 
than bad, and could be discernibly improved by making certain changes, including:


First, to remove ableist language. I was unconscious of some aspects of ableism in 
my thinking, especially around mental health and cognition -- for which I 
apologize. I appreciate those who raise awareness of ableism in general and the 
ways it facilitates exploitation -- I'm sure I'm not the only one who perceives it 
more clearly because of their efforts. And I'm committed to continue learning 
about and confronting the gaps and flaws in my thinking that are rooted in 
oppressive social structures. 


In addition, I wanted to remove "salesy" and marketing elements from the book, 
like endorsements, blurbs, the Foreword, author photo, and some cover text that 
reeked of hype. 


I also made some adjustments to improve and clarify the visuals and story, like 
removing Otto's German accent (which existed for no reason other than when I 
started drawing that character, I was actually in Germany visiting relatives, and 
felt sentimental about that -- his lederhosen remain), increasing the diversity of 
the opening crowd scene, and tidying up some messy ink lines in the drawings. 


I also wanted to add all the News Feeds, which accompanied the original comic 
strips but were left out of the Seven Stories edition. They may distract a bit 
from the story's flow, but I believe they also evoke a more comprehensive 
atmosphere of the times. Though many are sarcastic exaggerations, I'm struck by 
how similar they are to actual headlines in mainstream news today.


A note about form/content: this is a hybrid of comic strip and graphic novel. I'm 
not sure if that makes it stronger or weaker as a piece of art. The fact that 
each strip had to be both self-sustaining as its own fragment, while contributing 
to the flow of a larger whole, has imposed an odd rhythm of narrative motion, 
and dialogue of constant set-ups and punchlines. 


This has led to a certain bantering snarky style that doesn't come at all 
naturally to me, and that I don't even really like. My editor at the time, 



attempting to help the strip develop into something that could be widely sold to 
mainstream newspapers (which I very much wanted then), intervened a great 
deal in the writing at the granular level, influencing the tone. 


The political confusion and evolution portrayed in the story were greatly 
influenced by discussions and debates that were occurring broadly in the political 
scene that I was then part of. No work of art is ever created by one person 
alone, but by a whole social/historical/biological world filtered through an 
individual or group.


Anyway, this book is a product of a certain time, place, and personal history. I 
needed to create it as a means of working out both my own politics and my 
critiques of approaches I disagreed with. I believed that sharing it was useful at 
the time. Now I send it out again in case it still can contribute, in some small 
way, to our ongoing global collective conversation about how to stop the 
destruction of our beautiful planet and ourselves (which are one and the same).


Love and solidarity,

Stephanie


* * *


Introduction to the first edition (2013):


How do we stop our planet from being destroyed? In a state of acute agony over 
that question, I planned this story in early 2010, and on Earth Day began issuing 
the daily comic strips that would comprise it as a graphic novel two years later. 


This would be a different story if I began writing it today. In 2010 the population 
was being primed, in subtle ways (if we can call major New York Times editorials 
subtle), to accept geo-engineering. I wanted to sound an alarm. Since then, that 
process is much further along, one more horrific aspect of ecocide that we now 
have to deal with alongside oil spills, radioactive fish, flammable tap water, and 
a rapidly heating planet. It has become so much worse, faster than even I (with 
my hyped-up tendency for catastrophic thinking) could have imagined.


Also, in early 2010 the possibility of social change seemed remote. As the 
contradictions of global capitalism tightened, discontent simmered but remained 
confined under the surface. Today it’s difficult to fully recall how subdued the 
mood was just that short time ago. Since then, there have been some significant 
changes in the world, starting with the boiling over of mass rebellion during the 



Arab Spring, which spread to Europe and elsewhere, and sparked the Occupy 
protests in the United States. 


This story is a thought experiment about resistance, and about what it might 
take to transform society. Born in a time of mass passivity, out of frustration 
with a limited range of motion bounded by various ineffective forms of protest 
(pragmatism and activism (activity for its own sake) being the dominant forms of 
political practice), it examines the effects of political choices on personal 
relationships, the conflicting pressures toward loyalty and betrayal, complicity 
and rebellion, impulsiveness and prudence. It’s about making mistakes and learning 
lessons, some of them painful. 


I wrote it, also, to explore many of the common opinions, claims and disputes that 
characterized “the opposition” in that particular historical moment. It was 
intended to serve as a polemic against lifestyle activism and reformism (even of 
the “radical” type). It’s an assertion that if we are to save the planet from 
certain destruction, we need to emancipate ourselves from the system of global 
capitalism. 


How to destroy capitalism? I’ve wrestled with that question throughout my life. 
More than a critique of what doesn’t work (though it is that), writing this book 
was my way of investigating various paths forward, even while I was aware of 
being mired in a period of general theoretical stagnation. It seemed that no one 
was able to fully grasp our situation and define viable strategy and tactics 
necessary for a successful movement to develop. 


This was certainly true of myself as well. Rupturing with the limited ideology of a 
petit bourgeois radical is hard, and my own struggle with that is mirrored here in 
these pages. Over the course of the relatively short time that I worked on the 
story, my conclusions shifted several times, which twice resulted in discarding 
endings I had already written. I realize now, looking back, that my frustrations 
with the low level of political activity (in real life) at the start of the story 
drove me to set up a narrative logic chain promoting voluntarism: the (false) hope 
that with enough fortitude and willpower, a small group of dedicated individuals 
can take on the global system, and win. It is the dominant narrative structure: 
hero overcomes obstacle, in three acts.


The characters test out various strategies and tactics, from protesting to 
pacifism, sabotage to community gardening, political organizing to murder. Through 
their experiences, they learn that passion and drive cannot substitute for 
constructing an actual revolutionary movement. They are left with the task of 
constructing a theory to define what that is. Not exactly the happy ending that I 
had planned.




Though this conclusion left the ending unresolved (some might say: ruined it), I 
couldn’t let them have the tidy victory I no longer believe is possible. (Victory 
is possible; but won’t be simple, quick, or easy). So while it may be a let-down 
that the big problems aren’t solved for Bunnista and his friends, and that a 
long hard road lies ahead of them (and us), at least the reader can be 
confident that I’m not pushing illusions, not lying to you about what we need 
to do.


Since I began this story, I’ve developed along with the characters. Starting 
later the same year, I began working with others to build an anti-capitalist/
anti-imperialist group called One Struggle, which at this writing has three 
chapters. I’m also involved in other collective projects, like constructing and 
popularizing proletarian theory (to serve revolutionary practice). The 
experiences, people, and organizations connected to this work have influenced 
me profoundly.


Though our thinking changes and develops (along with reality itself), this 
doesn’t mean we’re chasing rainbows. If we remain focused on the goal of 
effectively impacting the fundamental social contradiction we’re tangled up in, 
perhaps (and the future hinges on this fragile “perhaps”) we can push it in 
our favor. Like the characters, I’ve come to appreciate the fact that the 
masses make history, and that there are no shortcuts. What they will find, 
through constructing their own theory (the topic for another book), is that the 
only class capable of leading society to a new stage is the international 
proletariat, and that anyone seriously interested in revolution must focus on 
the fundamental conflict between capital and labor.


This central contradiction of global capitalism is pushing us full speed into 
ecocide (omnicide, in fact), and we are not yet strong enough to stop this 
process. It appears we’re in an impossible bind, and finding our way out is 
unlikely. But the only way to generate positive new possibilities is to take 
action, strategically and intelligently, while constructing theory capable of 
guiding us along the correct path. We will map the path as we walk it.
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